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EXPERIENCE  

Mayor, City of Highland Park, Highland Park, IL                                                          2011-present 

 Three-term Mayor representing and serving residents of 30,000 population, 12.4 square 

mile municipality in southeast Lake County, Illinois 

 Budget of $90MM, 273 FTEs, Aaa bond rating  

 Office of Illinois Comptroller, Local Government Advisory Board   

 Northwest Municipal Conference, Legislative Committee  

 Highland Park Human Services Task Force, Founder 

 US Conference of Mayors 

 

Professor, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL                                      2019 - present 

 Women and American Political Leadership 

 

 Council Member, City of Highland Park, Highland Park, IL                                              2009-2011   

 City Council liaison to City of Highland Park Transportation Commission, Design 

Review Commission and Historic Preservation Commission. 

 

Illinois State Representative Karen May, 58th District, Highwood, IL                    2008-2010 

 Legislative Aide. Responsibilities included: legislative analysis, constituent response 

research and correspondence. 

 

Community Volunteer, Highland Park, IL                                         1998-present 

 Currently  

o North Suburban Legal Aid Clinic Founder, Past Board Chair, Board of 

Directors Executive Committee 

o Ravinia Music Festival, Honorary Chair - Board of Trustees, Annual Fund 

o Northwestern University Council of One Hundred, Leadership Council, 

Founding Chair - Women’s Health Research Institute Advisory Board 

o Highland Park Healthcare Foundation, Board of Directors 

o Zac’s Zoo, Founding Board Member 

 

 Previously  

o City of Highland Park Environmental and Plan Commissions  

o Transition Team – Illinois Attorney General-elect Kwame Raoul 

o Ann and Robert Lurie Children’s Hospital Foundation, Board of Directors 

o Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, Board of Directors 

o Chicago Kids for a Cure (Diabetes Peer Network), Co-Founder 

o Highland Park Environmental Education Program, Founder  

o Community. The Anti-Drug, Co-Founder 

 

McDermott, Will & Emery, Chicago, IL                                              1990-1998 

 Attorney, Health Law Department.                  Summer 1989 

 Hospital and health care general counsel, regulatory and licensure advice and 

coordination, federal and state lobbying efforts, fraud and abuse investigation, 

compliance coordination, general corporate, real estate and non-profit tax advice.  

 

 



Katten Muchin & Zavis, Chicago, IL                                         Summer 1988 

 Summer Associate, Health Law Department.   

 Various tax and corporate projects for health care clients. 

 

General Motors Corporation, Detroit, MI                                                           1985-1987 

Treasurer’s Staff, Health Benefits Administrator and Analyst, Employee Benefit Plans 

Administration Section.   

        

Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN                                           Summer 1984 

Administrative Resident.   

 Projects included market and location analyses for Mayo Clinic satellites in Phoenix, 

AZ and Jacksonville, FL.  
 

EDUCATION 

University of Chicago Law School, Chicago, IL 

JD 1990 

Founder and President, Health Care Law Society; Hinton Moot Court; Elected 3rd Year 

Representative - Law Students Association; Recipient - Ann Watson Barber Award for 

Leadership and Service to the Law School. 

 

Northwestern University, Kellogg School of Management, Evanston, IL                                         

MBA 1985 

Dean’s List, Vice Chairman - Health Management Association, Research Associate - Center for 

Health Services Policy Research, Academic Advisor, Concentrations in Health Services 

Management, Marketing and Finance. 

 

Stanford University, Stanford, CA 

BA Economics 1983 

Cap and Gown Honor Society, Resident Assistant, Academic Advisor, Research Assistant - 

Stanford Medical Center, Volunteer Stanford Children’s Hospital, Stanford-in-France. 

 

OTHER 

 Honors and Awards 

    Edgar Fellow, 2016 

    40 Women to Watch Over 40, Forbes, 2014 

 100 Most Inspiring Women, Today’s Chicago Woman, 2014 

 Highland Park/Highwood Rotary Club Humanitarian of the Year, 2013 
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Recent Speeches and Lectures 

 Guest Lecturer with Professor Sharon Fairley, University of Chicago Law School, Ethics in 

Public Office, Chicago, IL, May 16, 2018.  

 Speaker, “Find Your Niche – The Role of Mayor, Council Member and Manager,” Illinois 

Municipal League, Chicago, IL, Sept. 22, 2017. 

 Speaker, “How the State of Illinois Interacts with Local Governments,” Edgar Fellows 2017 

Program, Champaign, IL, Aug. 9, 2017. 

 Moderator, “Drug Dilemma: Parent, Professional and Community Response,” Leadership 

Alliance, Highland Park High School, Highland Park, IL, Dec. 8, 2016. 

 Panel Member, Univ. of Chicago Women’s Leadership Law Summit, Chicago, IL, Jan. 9, 2016. 

 Guest Lecturer with Professor Rebecca Sive, University of Chicago Harris School of Public 

Policy, Chicago, IL, Women and Public Leadership, April 22, 2014; Elected Women in 

Executive Office, Jan. 27, 2015. 

 

 




