
April 1, 2021
1

Sustainable CLC

Lake County, Energy and 
Environment Committee

April 13, 2021

Kenneth Gotsch
Mike Welch

David Husemoller



April 1, 2021
2

CLC a Leader in Sustainability
• 2020 US Dept. of Ed. Green Ribbon Schools
• 2020 CLC Silver STARS rating
• 2018 Illinois Sustainability Award
• 2018 LEED Platinum for Science Building
• 2017 Ill. Chapter USGBC Emerald Award
• 2016 Green Genome Award
• 2017-19 Top 10 in the AASHE Sustainable Campus Index
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Pillars of CLC’s Strategic Plan
1. Access and Success for Students
2. Equity and Inclusion
3. Teaching & Learning Excellence
4. Community & Workforce 

Partnerships
5. Collaborative Culture
6. Strategic Use of Resources

Areas of Excellence
• Diversity
• Health and Wellness
• Student Success
• Sustainability

The College of Lake County 
is a comprehensive 
community college 
committed to equitable high-
quality education, cultural 
enrichment and partnerships 
to advance the diverse 
communities it serves.
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Living 
Laboratory

Teach Students:
• Technology
• English
• Math
• Economics
• more …

Show Community:
• Efficient Buildings
• Renewable Energy
• Stormwater 

Management 
• more …
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Highest rated new 
construction green 
building in Illinois!
• LEED Platinum 2018
• Solar PV
• Geothermal heating 

and cooling
• Rainwater collection
• Green roof
• Daylight harvesting
• Variable frequency 

drive fans 
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Geothermal Heat Exchange Systems
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More Solar Energy at CLC

1.9 MW of Solar PV Panels
Ground Mount and 
Rooftop
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Green Roofs:
• Southlake and 

Science Building
• Cool in summer
• Absorb rainwater
• Shield UV rays
• Teach students
• Community 

demonstration
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Energy Efficiency

LED Lighting 
Upgrades
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Waste Reduction
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Campus Farm  Food Service
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For Clean Air ...
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Sustainable 
Landscaping

• Reduce maintenance 
over long term

• Reduce emissions
• Improve habitat for 

biodiversity
• Improve stormwater 

management
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Lakeshore Campus 
Waukegan
• LEED Platinum Student 

Services
• Urban Ag Center
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Earth Week at CLC!

• Earth Month BINGO
– 4 weekly sets of activities that can be done at 

home or in the community
• Tree Planting

– Small group activities
• Bike Share Project

– Launch of pilot program in Grayslake
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Questions?
Thank you!

Kenneth Gotsch
Vice President, Business and 
Financial Affairs

Mike Welch, 
Director, Facilities

David Husemoller
Sustainability Manager
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