
2021 Annual Update

Kurt Woolford 
Executive Director/Chief Engineer

SMC's mission is to coordinate the stormwater 
activities of over 80 local jurisdictions to improve 
water quality, reduce flood damages, and restore 

and enhance the natural drainage system.



Regulatory 
2020 Accomplishments

• WDO Adoption

• Bulletin 75 Rainfall Standards

• Paperless Permitting

• Online Submittals, Payments,&
Digital Reviews

• Fee-in-Lieu Program (FIL 50) Option
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Regulatory
2021 Goals

• E-Reviews & BlueBeam Integration

• FIL 50 Community Certifications

• New FEMA Maps & Municipal Adoption

• Waters of the United States (WOUS)
Isolated Waters of Lake County (IWLC)
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Engineering
2020 Project Administration
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STOCIP
$3,721,948
8 Projects

3:1

SIRF
$736,631
4 Projects

3:1

WMB
$841,028
9 Projects

4:1

WMAG
$19,200

2 Projects
2:1

Ela Township
Forest Lake Drainage Improvements

Village of Lake Zurich
Kildeer Creek Restoration Project

City of North Chicago
Strawberry Condos Drainage Improvements

Lake Napa Suwe 
Lake Management Plan



Engineering 
2020 Flood Mitigation Projects
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Flood-prone Property Buyout Projects 
$7.3M State & Federal Flood Mitigation Funding

11 Homes Acquired 9 Demolished 29+ Residents Relocated 15+ Project Partners

Leverage Ratio: 11:1

Severe bluff erosion threatened Beach Park homes along the Bull Creek. 



Engineering
2021 Flood Mitigation Goals
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• DCEO Stormwater Capital Improvement Projects

• Beach Park Slope Stabilization Project

• Nippersink Creek Floodplain Risk Assessment
• Illinois State Water Survey & McHenry County

Stormwater Management

• Fox River/Chain O’Lakes Technical Analysis

• Buyouts-12 flood-prone homes County-wide

Beach Park Slope Stabilization Project



Watershed Planning 
2020 Accomplishments 

Wetland Restoration & Preservation Plan 

• Adopted November 2020
• Identifies 15,000 acres of potential

wetland restoration County-wide
• Mapping application and data intended

for wide audience of end users
• Available on SMC website and Lake

County Open Data portal
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Watershed Planning 
2021 Goals

• Squaw Creek & Fish Lake Drain
Watershed-Based Plan update

• Complete Lake Michigan & North
Branch Chicago River Watershed
Plans

• Des Plaines & North Branch
Chicago River Watershed
Workgroup Coordination
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Department Notes 
New SMC Chairman

Donny Schmit, Fox Lake Mayor 
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SMC Retirements
• Craig Taylor, Chairman

• Krysti Kovarik, Vice-Chair
Gurnee Mayor

• Mike Warner
Executive Director

• Bob Gardiner
Principal Permit Engineer



Questions
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