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TOP TRENDS

• Chicagoland stays #1

• Business expansion 

opportunities still abound

• Labor force improving but will 

remain tight for a while



MAJOR PROJECTS SNAPSHOT

• Fanletic

• Sportswear 

ecommerce/Distr.

• Gurnee

• Belle Aire Creations

• Mfg. in Round Lake Park

• R&D Innovation Center 

Libertyville 

• Siraj Biomanufacturing

• Small Mfg. Mundelein
Siraj



PROJECT PIPELINE

• Project Heirloom
• New fresh food manufacturing
• 110 new jobs
• $11M

• Project Lug Nut
• Automotive accessory 

manufacturer
• Currently in Lake Co.
• Retain 45 jobs / Add 22 new jobs
• Investment $5M

Projects-5 New Jobs-30 Investment-
$27.5M+

Projects-15 New Jobs-2,756 Invest- $2.9B+

Inquiry

Proposal

Discovery

Site Visit

Finalist

Projects-5 New Jobs-862 Invest- $376M

Projects-7 New Jobs-345 Invest- $88.5M

Projects-14
New Jobs-2,447   Invest- $549M

46 Projects in the Pipeline



FOUR YEAR METRICS

2019 2020 2021 2022*

New Jobs 310 2,460 470 140 

Retained Jobs 468 3,520 127 35 

Direct Investment $146 M $144 M $124.75M $57.72M



STORYTELLING & THOUGHT LEADERSHIP

• Profiles of  ARCTEC Biotech, Everyplace Labs & 

Covira Surgical

• Reasons to locate/grow manufacturing & life science 

businesses 

• Women/POC entrepreneurship 

• Rise of  small footprint office

• Sustainability incentives 

• Talent education



Minimal-spend advertising now 

driving majority of  traffic to website

• Google Grant Program  
• $4,000 free advertising/month

• 18,000+ impressions/month

• LinkedIn Campaign
• 85,000+ impressions/month

• Life sciences & manufacturing

• NY, CA, MA, MD, PA, WA 

DIGITAL MARKETING



Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS)

LCP is processing the final CEDS document

Next Steps:

1. Review at Board of  Governors Review at Lake 

County Board Submit to EDA in Q2

2. Hold Implementation & Prioritization Workshop

3. Form structures and staffing for implementation

4. Work with partners to identify projects that meet 

CEDS goals & are funding-eligible

8



WHAT’S AHEAD

• CEDS implementation & goal 

setting phase

• Life Sciences development

• New event strategy

• Waukegan National Airport 

• Regional Economic 

Development Initiative




