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Visit Lake County

• Champion and advocate for Lake County as a 
premier visitor destination

• Leading force in creating a positive image for Lake 
County. Elevate the profile of the county for 
residents, visitors and businesses

• Showcase and support our communities, 
attractions, small businesses and natural 
environment

• Marketing strategies to reach visitors & residents



Visit Lake County 
Board of Directors

David Motley, Chair, City of Waukegan
Randy Ebertowski, Vice Chair, Gurnee Mills

John Krajnak, Treasurer, Six Flags Great America
Sonolito Bronson, Secretary, City of Zion
Cheryl Ross, Past Chair, Village of Gurnee

Brad Burke, Village of Lincolnshire
Carissa Casbon, Lake County Board

Jim Keim, Village of Antioch
Ray Keller, Village of Lake Zurich

Greg Koeppen, Lake County Farm Bureau/Village of Grayslake
Brad Lajoie, Lincolnshire Marriott Resort
Andrew Lichterman, Village of Deerfield

Brieanna Ruggia, Great Wolf Lodge Illinois
Jonathan Petrillo, Village of Vernon Hills

Heather Rowe, Village of Libertyville
Tim Wilson, Village of Mundelein



Visit Lake County Organization

• Official DMO for Lake County 

• Certified by DCEO/IL Office of Tourism

• Public-Private Partnership – 200 partners

• Staff of 8

• DMAP Accreditation

• Award-winning marketing campaigns

• Recent Illinois Excellence in Tourism Awards:

Best Social Media Marketing

Best Co-operative Marketing 



VLC Funding Sources

• State Tourism Grant  - $1.4 million

• Industry Partnerships

• Co-op Advertising Programs

• 14  Community Investors

• Lake County:

Pass-through from hotel/motel tax collections         
in Unincorporated area.

Over past 15 years, decreased from $103,521 in 

FY ‘08 to $28,186 in FY ‘22.



Economic Impact of Tourism
in Lake County

• $1.3 billion in visitor spending in 2021*

• 13,300 tourism-related jobs

• $49.6 million in local tax receipts

• Hospitality & Tourism investment – produces a 
return of $11 for every $1 invested

• VLC Sales Team recruits groups - generate 

$7-8 million in spending annually

*2021 Data – US Travel Association/Tourism Economics



Visitor Spending by Category
in Lake County in 2022



VisitLakeCounty.org

Over 500 events already listed for summer – with more to come!

Expect to top 1 million unique website sessions.



Social Engagement is up 40%



Digital Marketing 



Holiday Marketing Campaign



Media:
93.9 LITE-FM, WGN Radio 720

ABC, CBS, WGN Live TV
Chicago Tribune 

Daily Herald
Facebook, Instagram
YouTube, Pandora

Banner ads



Lake County Libation Trail



Lake County Restaurant Week 



80 restaurants in 27 communities



Group Business Opportunities

• Recruit sports tournaments, meetings, reunions, tour groups 

• Secured 185 groups - 21,000 visitors, $5 million spending 

• VLC Business Incentive Program – Lake County ARPA Funds 

So far - won 11 groups, 2,500 rooms for local hotels

$983,000 in economic impact



Strategic Partnerships

• CLC Hospitality Scholarship

• LCFPD & Independence Grove Beer Garden

• Chicago Bears Training Camp



Community Outreach



VLC Selfie Station at Gurnee Mills



Road Trip Map & Wall Clings at Gurnee Mills



Summer “Road Trips” to Lake County




