August 20, 2010
Mr. William Hunt
Lake Co. Planning, Building & Development

18 N. County Street, 6th Floor

Waukegan, IL 60085
RE:  Lake County Brownfield Grant Extension Request
Dear Mr. Hunt:

As you are aware the Village of Lake Zurich received approval for $100,000 of grant funding through the Lake County Community Block Development Grant Brownfield Assistance Program.  Since the approval, the Village has been very active in proceeding with the project.  Immediately following the grant approval, our environmental consultant, Marlin Environmental, Inc., completed the Phase I Environmental Site Assessment for the project.  Preliminary work was done in order to apply for the grant but the report was finalized after the grant was approved.  An electronic copy of the final Phase I Assessment has been included as an attachment in the e-mail correspondence which included this progress report.

The Phase I Assessment revealed three possible USTs on the subject property.  Following the assessment, our environmental consultant contacted the State Fire Marshall to arrange an on-site inspection during the underground exploration and removal of the UST’s.  This work was completed on January 28, 2010.  An incident report was filed by the State Fire Marshall’s office as contamination was evident during the removal of the single UST found. 
Subsequent to the tank removal, our consultant developed a soil boring and ground water monitoring well plan that was approved by Village staff and the work was completed in March.  Through the borings and ground water monitoring, we expected to define the limits of contamination and develop an approved remediation plan by July/August. Unfortunately the first round of borings and groundwater sampling revealed soil contamination in two directions and the borings locations were unable to adequately define the scope of the remediation.  Therefore a second round of borings was required and performed in June.  

Following the lab analysis of the borings a final site investigation report was developed and submitted to the IEPA the last week in July.  Based on the site investigation report, our consultant has developed a Corrective Action Plan (CAP) that we are to finalize in our next scheduled meeting on August 24, 2010.  The consultant has also developed bid specifications concurrently with the CAP which we will also be finalizing at the August 24th meeting.  While the Village is confident that the IEPA will approve the Site Investigation Report and Corrective Action Plan, we cannot complete the remediation until this approval is obtained or we risk not receiving the proper “No further remediation letter” from the State.  Due to the second round of borings being needed to better define the project limits, the Village’s original timeline is no longer able to be met and the Village is requesting a three month extension (from September 21, 2010 until December 21, 2010).  While we do believe we will be able to complete the project well ahead of December 21, the weather may become a factor in the fall and cause delays.    
To date the Village has expended funds totaling $44,681.20 for environmental consulting services, UST removal and in-kind public works services.  The majority of the remaining funds are to be allocated to the actual remediation (construction) of the project.  With the information obtained to date we are estimating that the entire project will be completed close to the original estimated budget of $215,000.00.
The Village of Lake Zurich would like to reiterate our gratitude to Lake County for the funding that is made available through this program.  In times where all municipal finances are being stretched to the limit, the funding assistance of this program is of great help to get these areas clean, redeveloped, and back onto the tax rolls.  Should you have any questions or require additional information please do not hesitate to contact me at 847-540-1696.  
Sincerely,

David Heyden

Public Works Director/Village Engineer

Cc:
Bob Vitas, Village Administrator


Suzanne Branding, Village President
