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Maternal Mortality

• Pregnancy-associated death: 
The death of a woman during 
pregnancy or within one year of 
the end of pregnancy. (CDC)

• Pregnancy-related death: The 
death of a woman during 
pregnancy or within one year of 
the end of pregnancy from a 
pregnancy complication, a chain 
of events initiated by pregnancy, 
or the aggravation of an unrelated 
condition by the physiologic 
effects of pregnancy. (CDC)
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Pregnancy-Associated Deaths in Illinois and 
Lake County

Between 2018 and 2020, 43% of Illinois’ pregnancy-associated deaths 
died from a cause related to pregnancy (a pregnancy-related death.)
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Pregnancy-Related Deaths by Region

State Reviews determined that 91% of pregnancy-related deaths 
were potentially preventable. 
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• Increase in mental health and substance use disorders

• Increase in chronic disease

• Increased age of women getting pregnant

• Racism and discrimination

Causes
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• Race/ethnicity

• Black women are nearly two times as likely as 
white women to die from a pregnancy-related 
cause

• Age

• Education Level

• Location of Residence

• Insurance Type

• Body Mass Index (BMI)

Pregnancy-related mortality is not equally 
experienced by all groups of women
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Disparities
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Disparities
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Causes by the Numbers
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Chronic Conditions
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Disparities
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Disparities
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Infant Mortality

Refers to the death of an 
infant before their first 
birthday.  The infant 
mortality rate is the 
number of infant deaths 
for every 1,000 live 
births. 

Definition:
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• Preterm Birth: Babies born before 37 weeks of pregnancy 
are completed. 

• Low Birth Weight: Weight at birth of <2500 grams (5.5 
pounds.)

• Low Birth Weight and Preterm birth are the leading causes 
of death in newborns and children under five years old.

More Definitions
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Pre-Term Birth

• Pre-term birth rate for LCHD/Family Case Management clients in 2022 
was 10%.

• The pre-term birth rate for LCHD Prenatal clients in 2022 was 9.7%.
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Infant Mortality

The number of infants that died before their first birthday in 2022 
that were enrolled in Lake County Health Department Family Case 
Management was 0.
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Who Does Lake County Health Serve
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Lake County Health Department
Our Services

Family Case Management

•Home Assessment

•Service Assessment

•Physical Assessment

•Screenings

•Referrals 

•Education

•Care Coordination

•Support

Early Intervention (Child and Family 
Connections

•Evaluation and service coordination, for 
children under age 3 who have suspected 
developmental delays.

Prenatal Care (in FQHC)

•Comprehensive Medical Care and Exams

•Health Education

•Referrals to WIC, FCM, Dental Services, and 
Mental and Substance Use services
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• Quality Maternal Health Care

• Case Management

• Screen, Address, and Monitor for Substance Use and 
Mental Health Issues and Chronic Diseases

• Accessible Substance Use and Mental Health Services

• Address Social Determinants of Health

• Drastic Reduction of Racial and Social Inequities

• Policy Changes

How Do We Address
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Questions?

To view the full report: https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/life-stages-populations/maternal-child-family-
health-services/maternal-health/mmmr.html



3010 Grand Avenue, Waukegan, Illinois 60085
(847) 377-8000

health.lakecountyil.gov

HealthDepartment @LakeCoHealth HealthDepartment
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