Minutes

Vacation Petition # 08-02
A petition to vacate a portion of an alley located in Frederick H. Bartlett’s North Shore Lands Subdivision – Waukegan Township
Public Hearings Conducted on December 22, 2008 and January 13, 2009
Petitioner:  Milka Velaga
Board Members Present




Others in Attendance

*Pat Tierney – Development Review Division

Milka Velaga 
Steve Crivello – Engineering Division



Lazo Velaga
Paula Trigg – LCDOT







* Denotes Vacation Officer and non-voting member

Mr. Tierney opened the hearing at 1:05 p.m. and reviewed the petition with those in attendance. The petitioner was sworn in. Mr. Tierney explained that the petition was legally advertised in the News Sun on December 10, 2008 and the affidavit was available for review if anyone was interested in reviewing the document.

Mr. Tierney stated that he had received correspondence from Comcast Cable Communications, Inc. regarding the petition. Comcast indicated that they had no facilities within the area to be vacated and that they had no objection to the vacation. 
Mr. Tierney stated that he had not received any other correspondence or had any conversations with any other party concerning the petition prior to the hearing. 
Petitioner’s Testimony

Milka Velaga stated that she had owned the property for 36 years.  Over the last few years, the property north of her had been part of a rezoning request to allow business development, and it was recently annexed into the Village of Beach Park. She stated that she was not sure what the current owner of the property’s plans were, but she stated that he had told her that he wanted to develop the property commercially.  Ms. Velaga stated that because of the uncertainty associated with the property, she wanted to vacate the right-of-way to give her peace-of-mind that the alley could not be used for commercial purposes and her property values would be maintained. 

Lazo Velaga stated that his ex-wife also wished to vacate the east half of the portion of the alley currently located in the Village of Beach Park. 
Ms. Velaga indicated that she had meet with the Village concerning the vacation of the portion located in their jurisdiction and they had prepared a written response which she had given to Mr. Tierney as part of her vacation petition. Ms. Velaga understood that the County could not vacate the portion of the alley in the Village. The letter states in part: … “Once you secure the vacation for the alleyway that falls within their boundaries [the County], the vacation from the Village for our share, would have a better chance of being approved”.  
Board Comments/Questions

Member Trigg stated that due to State annexation laws, when a Village annexes land adjacent to a right-of-way, they must annex the entire right-of-way to resolve issues with maintenance jurisdiction. 

Member Trigg also raised concerns that the vacation would result in an alley segment that would be unusable, and from the Village’s letter, there was no clear indication that they had any objection to the County vacating the alley, whether or not the Village would vacate the portion contained within the Village, or what plans the Village had for the area. She stated that if the property developed commercially, the alley could be used as a secondary access point; this would relieve access pressure to Green Bay Road.  Her preference would be for the Village to vacate their portion first, and then the County would be more inclined to vacate the segment within their jurisdiction.  Ms. Trigg also stated that the Waukegan Township Highway Commissioner had no comments regarding the vacation.
Following a general discussion of Member Trigg’s concerns, it was decided that the County would send a letter to the Village asking them for information on their plans for the area, how the alley may fit in those plans, and their position on vacating the alley. 
A motion was made by Member Crivello to continue the hearing until January 13th at 8:30 a.m. The motion was seconded by Member Trigg and passed unanimously.

Member Trigg moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Member Crivello and passed unanimously at 1:55 p.m.

Continued hearing January 13, 2009

Mr. Tierney opened the hearing at 8:45 a.m. and reviewed the status of the petition with the Vacation Board members and the petitioner. Mr. Tierney then referred to a January 5, 2009 letter he had received from the Village of Beach Park that responded to his December 23, 2008 letter he sent to the Village requesting a response from them concerning their position regarding the vacation.  With the letter stating “The Village of Beach Park does not have any objections to the County vacating the portion of the alley in the Unincorporated area of Lake County for Ms. Velaga”, the Board members agreed that their concerns from the earlier meeting were resolved. The Board reminded Ms. Velaga that she would need to pursue the vacation for the remaining portion of the right-of-way with the Village as a separate petition if she wanted the entire right-of-way. 
Public Statements

No member representing the public was in attendance to provide comments. 
Closing Statement

Ms. Velaga stated she had no further comments. 
Announcement of Land Cost

Mr. Tierney announced that the cost to vacate the right-of-way was $3,513.00,
and the petitioner would be responsible for these charges prior to placing the item on the agenda for the County Board. 

Board Discussion

The Board agreed that that clearly there was no need to preserve the right-of-way for access purposes and they were ready for a motion. 
Motion

Member Trigg made a motion, which was seconded by Member Mosteller, to grant the petition to vacate the alley as proposed for the following reasons:
1.) there is no current or future need for the right-of-way; 
2.) the vacation would relieve the County of any liability associated with the alley; 
3.) the vacation would place the property on the tax rolls.
Action

The motion passed unanimously. 

Adjournment

Member Crivello moved to adjourn the meeting. This motion was seconded by member Mosteller and passed unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 a.m.
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