R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS, Michael J. Waller will retire from the elected office of Lake County State’s Attorney on November 30, 2012, after 22 years of serving justice; and

WHEREAS, Michael attended and graduated in 1970 from the University of Notre Dame with a degree in economics, he then went on to the University of Illinois Law School, earning a law degree; and 

WHEREAS, becoming a Lake County Assistant State’s Attorney from 1973-1979, where he became Supervisor of the Criminal Division; and

WHEREAS, returning to Lake County State’s Attorney’s Office in 1986-1990 as Chief Deputy State’s Attorney where he supervised a staff of sixty-six including thirty-three attorneys; and 

WHEREAS, in 1990, Michael was appointed by the County Board of Lake County to the position of Lake County State’s Attorney; and  

WHEREAS, Michael was elected to serve four-year terms as Lake County State’s Attorney in 1992, 1996, 2000, 2004 & 2008; and 

WHEREAS, during his career, Michael developed model programs to deal with violent crimes, child abuse, domestic violence, juvenile justice, and cyber crimes; and

WHEREAS, created the Lake County Domestic Violence Council, Lake County Juvenile Justice Council, Lake County Criminal Justice Coordinating Council, and Lake County Sexual Assault Coordinating Council; and

WHEREAS, Michael initiated the creation of the Lake County Major Crimes Task Force, as well as help to establish the Lake County Major Crash Assistance Team; and 

WHEREAS, under his leadership established a Mental Health, Drug, and Veteran’s Court; and 

WHEREAS, Michael greatly expanded the State’s Attorney’s Office Victim Advocacy Unit; and  

WHEREAS, Served as President of Illinois State’s Attorney Association, NICASA (Northern Illinois Council on Alcohol & Substance Abuse), and Lake County Children’s Advocacy Center; and 

WHEREAS, Michael effectively and professionally represented the County of Lake in civil cases in both State and Federal Court and kept the County out of needless lawsuits saving taxpayers hundreds of thousands of dollars; and 

WHEREAS, Michael is married to Retired Circuit Court Judge Jane Drew Waller, father of Patrick and John, grandfather to Patrick Michael and Benjamin Drew Waller; and 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by this County Board of Lake County, Illinois does hereby extend its congratulations and best wishes to Michael J. Waller on his retirement; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the County Board offers its sincere gratitude and appreciation for his leadership and contributions toward positive changes to the criminal justice system in Lake County.  The People of Lake County received the highest standard of professional law enforcement and justice under his leadership. 

Dated at Waukegan, Illinois on November 20, 2012.



						_____________________________________________
						David Stolman, Chairman
						Lake County Board

