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2010 Initiatives to Sponsor

1. Lake County Transportation Route 120 Project

Process is ongoing.  No known related bill or bills.  Conference call scheduled for 7/22/2010 to discuss options.

2. Cell Tower Use

· Bill Number HB 4877 – Filed 01-13-2010
· Language: Amends the Counties Code.  In provisions concerning the regulation of telecommunication and AM broadcast facilities, provides that the county board or board of county commissioners of any county may regulate the placement, construction, and modification of the facilities of a telecommunication carrier. Sets forth minimum design requirements for a telecommunications carrier or AM broadcast station. Deletes provisions pertaining to the regulation of specified telecommunication and AM broadcast facilities. Authorizes a county board or board of county commissioners to require a telecommunications carrier to include specified information and documents with a building permit application. Effective immediately.
· Legislative Sponsor: JoAnne Osmond
· Committee: Referred to Rules Committee – 01-15-2010
· Assigned: Counties & Townships Committee – 02-08-2010
· Re-referred to Rules Committee – 03-26-2010
· Bill is unlikely to be successful in 2010
· This bill has been attached to a larger bill, HB6425	
· Re-referred to Rules Committee--5/28/2010  (as HB6425)	 	

3. Senior Citizens Assessment Freeze Homestead Exemption

Two different bills were filed concerning this item.

· Bill Number: HB 4919 – Filed 01-13-2010
· Language: Amends the Property Tax Code. Provides that, if a person turns 70 years of age or older during the taxable year and he or she qualified for a Senior Citizens Assessment Freeze Homestead Exemption or a Senior Citizens Homestead Exemption in the previous taxable year, then the person qualifying need not reapply for the exemption. Effective immediately.
· Legislative Sponsor:  Sandy Cole
· Co-Sponsors: There are 13 Representatives who have co-sponsored this bill.  
· Committee: Referred to Rules Committee – 01-15-2010
· Assigned: Revenue and Finance Committee – 02-23-2010
· Re-referred to Rules Committee – 03-15-2010
· Bill is unlikely to be successful in 2010.  

· Bill Number: HB 5801 – Filed 02-10-2010
· Language: Amends the Property Tax Code. Sets forth provisions for calculating the base amount for a new residence if the taxpayer changes residences. Authorizes counties to provide that if a person has been granted a Senior Citizens Assessment Freeze Homestead Exemption for 2 consecutive years, then the person qualifying need not reapply for the exemption for 5 years. Effective immediately.
· Legislative Sponsor:  Ed Sullivan Jr. 
· Co-Sponsor: Representative Sid Mathias has co-sponsored this bill. 
· Committee: Referred to Rules Committee – 02-10-2010
· Assigned: Revenue and Finance Committee -02-22-2010
· Re-referred to Rules Committee – 03-15-2010
· Bill is unlikely to be successful in 2010.  




4. Publication of Assessments in Local Newspapers

· Bill Number HB: 4799 – Filed 01-12-2010
· Language: Amends the Property Tax Code. Provides that, if a county with less than 3,000,000 inhabitants sends a mailed assessment valuation notice to all taxpayers every year, then (i) in general assessment years the county is required to include property on the published assessment list only if value of the property has changed for a reason other than township equalization, (ii) the entire assessment roll must be published by township on the county's website, and (iii) the county must place a quarter page advertisement in the newspaper being used for publishing assessments in the township noting the location of the full assessment roll on the county's website. Effective immediately.
· Legislative Sponsor: Mark H. Beaubien Jr. 
· Sponsors: There are currently no co sponsors for this bill.
· Committee: Referred to Rules Committee – 01-12-2010
· Assigned: Revenue and Finance Committee – 02-08-2010
· Re-referred to Rules Committee – 03-15-2010
· Bill is unlikely to be successful in 2010. 

2010 Supported Initiatives

5. Establishment of Affordable Housing Trust Fund

· Bill Number: SB 3001 – 02-04-2010  
· Language: Amends the Counties Code. Authorizes a county to establish an affordable housing trust fund. Defines an "affordable housing trust fund". Provides that any county that establishes an affordable housing trust fund may provide by ordinance or resolution for a surcharge on the recordation of any "real estate-related document" for the purpose of funding the trust fund. Provides for the collection of the surcharge. Effective immediately.
· Legislative Sponsor: Susan Garrett.  
· Committee: Referred to Assignments – 02-04-2010
· Assigned: Local Government Committee – 02-16-2010
· Do Pass Local Government
· Second Reading – 02-25-2010
· Placed on Calendar Order of 3rd Reading March 2, 2010
· Call to Vote:  Bill has been defeated in the Senate (30-20) – 03-11-2010  
· Bill is unlikely to be successful in 2010.  

6. DUI Law Clarification

Process is ongoing.  No known related bill or bills

7. Unaltered IDOT crash reports to federal, state, and local agencies requesting them.

· Bill Number: HB 5330 – Filed 02-04-2010
· Language: Amends a provision of the Illinois Vehicle Code concerning accident reports. Provides that upon request, the Department of Transportation shall furnish copies of its written accident reports to federal, State, and local agencies that are engaged in highway safety research and studies. Provides that the reports shall be for the privileged use of the federal, State, and local agencies receiving the reports and shall be held confidential. Effective immediately.
· Legislative Sponsor: Rep Daniel V. Beiser
· Committee: Referred to Rules Committee – 02-05-2010
· Assigned: Transportation, Regulation, Roads & Bridges Committee – 02-16-2010
· Call to Vote: Bill passed the House (113-0).  Bill has moved to the Senate
· Senate: Bill has been referred to Assignments – 03-23-2010
· Bill has been assigned to the Transportation Committee.  The bill passed through committee with a 10-0 vote and is currently on the calendar order of the third reading.   
· Call to Vote: Bill passed the Senate (57-0) – 4-29-2010
· Sent to the Governor – 5/28/2010
· Signed by the Governor—7/21/2010 Public Act 96-1147




8. Use of Reclaimed Water

· Bill Number:  SB2549 – 01-13-2010
· Language: Amends the Illinois Plumbing License Law. Provides that "plumbing" includes rainwater harvesting distribution systems, but does not include any rainwater harvesting distribution system or rainwater harvesting collection system unless otherwise required by the Illinois Plumbing Code. Requires the Illinois Department of Public Health to adopt and publish a minimum code of standards for rainwater harvesting collection systems and rainwater harvesting distribution systems by January 1, 2011. Requires rainwater harvesting collection systems and rainwater harvesting distribution systems to be (A) used only for non-potable uses and (B) constructed in accordance with the Illinois Plumbing Code. Defines "rainwater harvesting collection system" and "rainwater harvesting distribution system". Effective immediately.
· Legislative Sponsor: Senator Susan Garrett
· Committee: Referred to Assignments – 02-10-2010
· Assigned: Environment – 02-11-2010
· Co-Sponsors: Terry Link, Heather Steans
· Amendment No. 1 Adopted
· Amendment changes implementation date from January 1st, 2011 to March 1st, 2011.  
· Do Pass as Amended
· Placed on Calendar Order of 2nd Reading February 25th, 2010
· Second Reading
· Placed on Calendar Order of 3rd Reading March 2nd, 2010
· Call to Vote: Bill Passed the Senate (56-0).  The Bill has moved to the House.  
· Committee: Referred to Rules Committee – 03-10-2010
· Bill has been reassigned to the executive committee – 04-22-10
· Bill has been re-referred to the Rules Committee – 4/29/2010

2010 Monitor Initiatives

9. Water Safety and Enforcement Fee/License – Boat Length Fee

Process is ongoing.  No known related bill or bills.    

10. Tax Credit for Jury Duty

Process is ongoing.  No known related bill or bills.    

11. Environmentally Contaminated Property Redevelopment Penalty Abatement

Process is ongoing.  No known related bill or bills.  

12. Lake County Transportation Priority Projects for IDOT SFY 2011

· Bill Number:  SB 3763 – 2/11/2010   
· Language: Amends the Illinois Highway Code. Provides that upon completion of the relocated highway and its opening to public travel, the county shall have full authority over the relocated highway and that portion of the original location not incorporated into the new location (rather than requiring that the original location be considered abandoned). Provides that for any portion of the original location not incorporated into the new location of the highway, the county board may transfer road jurisdiction to another highway authority or vacate, transfer, or sell the property interest.
· Legislative Sponsor: Senators AJ Wilhelmi and Toi W. Hutchinson 
· Committee: Referred to Assignments – 02-11-2010
· Assigned: Transportation 2/24/2010
· Do Pass Transportation 3/03/2010
· Placed on Calendar Order of 2nd Reading March 4, 2010
· Call to Vote: Bill Passed the Senate (44-0) – 3/15/2010
· First Reading – 3/16/2010
· Assigned to Transportation, Regulation, Roads & Bridges Committee – 4/08/2010
· Call to Vote: Bill Passed the House (108-0) – 4/23/2010
· Governor Signed – 7/02/2010
· Effective Date Jan. 1, 2011  Public Act 96-1001



Policy Issues

13. Restore and Protect Medicaid Funding for Nursing Homes 

Process is ongoing.  No known related bill or bills

14. No Diversion of Road Funds

Process is ongoing.  No known related bill or bills.    

15. Statewide Wetland Regulations

Process is ongoing.  No known related bill or bills.  

16. Unfunded Probation Services

· Bill Number: HB 4822 – Filed -1-12-2010
· Language: Amends the Correctional Budget and Impact Note Act, the Juvenile Court Act of 1987, the Pretrial Services Act, the Unified Code of Corrections, and the Probation and Probation Officers Act. Provides that the Division of Probation Services is established as an independent agency headed by a Director appointed by the Governor (rather than as a Division of the Illinois Supreme Court). Contains transition provisions. Effective immediately.
· Legislative Sponsor: State Rep William Black
· Committee: Referred to Rules 01-12-2010
· Assigned: Judiciary II –Criminal Law Committee – 02-16-2010
· Re-referred to Rules Committee – 03-15-2010.  
· Bill is likely to be unsuccessful in 2010.  


2010 Bills not on the agenda that would affect Lake County

17.  Municipal Incorporation

· Bill Number: HB 5923 Filed – 02-10-2010
· Sponsor: State Rep. Ed. Sullivan Jr. 
· Language: Amends the Illinois Municipal Code. In provisions concerning the incorporation of a village, provides that any contiguous territory not exceeding 0.7 square miles in a county of not less than 700,000 and not more than 750,000 inhabitants may be incorporated as a village under specified circumstances if the territory includes a contiguous lake of not less than 30 acres and not more than 40 acres. Provides for incorporation without the consent of any municipality located within 1.5 miles of the boundary line of the territory. Effective immediately.
· Assigned:   City and Villages Committee – 02-22-10
· Call to Vote: Bill passed the House (115-0) – 02-24-2010.  Bill has moved to the Senate.  
· Committee: Referred to Assignments
· Legislative Senate Sponsor: State Senator Terry Link
· Call to Vote: Bill passed through Local Government Committee (5-0) and is currently placed on calendar order of third reading. – 04-27-10  
· Amendment: The bill passed with a senate amendment which changes the contiguous lake of not less than 30 acres and not more than 40 acres to the contiguous lake of not less 30 acres and not more than 45 acres.   
· Call to Vote: Bill passed the Senate (52-0) – 4/29/2010
· Senate Floor Amendment No. 1 House Concurs (115-0) – 5/04/2010
· Governor Signed: 7/02/2010  Public Act 96-0973



18. County Vehicle Administrative Adjudication

· Bill Number: HB 6239 Filed – 02-11-2010
· Sponsor: Robert Rita
· Language: Amends the Counties Code. Provides that a home rule county may provide for a system of administrative adjudication of violations of certain county ordinances. Provides that administrative adjudication is not the exclusive method to enforce the ordinances. Provides for notice and opportunity for a hearing at administrative proceedings. Provides that the rules of evidence do not apply in administrative hearings. Provides for judicial review of administrative decisions. Allows a home rule county to enforce judgments of hearing officers. Provides that existing systems of administrative adjudication shall not be affected. Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code. Provides that a municipality or "county" may provide for a system of administrative adjudication for violations of parking, standing, compliance, and automated traffic laws. Sets forth the requirements for a county ordinance establishing a system of administrative adjudication. 
· Amendment: Provides that home rule counties and counties with a population of 750,000 or more (now, home rule counties) may provide for a system of administrative adjudication of violations of certain county ordinances. Makes conforming changes.
· Assigned: To Counties and Townships Committee – 03-02-2010
· Call to Vote:  Bill passed the House (96-13) – 03-25-2010.  Bill has moved to the Senate.  
· Bill has yet to be discussed in the Senate.  
· Call to Vote: Bill has passed the Local Government Committee (5-0) and is currently placed on calendar order of third reading – 04-27-10
· Call to Vote: Bill passed the Senate (38-11) – 4/29/2010
· Senate Floor Amendment No. 1 House Concurs (114-0)  – 5/04/2010
· Sent to the Governor – 6/02/2010
· Governor signed—7/29/2010 Public Act 96-1386

19. County Code Hearing Unit

· Bill Number: HB5972
· Sponsor: State Rep. Ronald Wait
· Language: Amends the Counties Code. Provides that the county board of any county that establishes a code hearing unit may, by ordinance, establish a fine schedule for code violations. The fine schedule must include (i) a determinate fine for each code violation that may be voluntarily paid by a respondent prior to his or her hearing date and (ii) the fine that may otherwise be imposed for each code violation. Requires that under specified circumstances a violation notice and report form contain the amount of any fine imposed pursuant to a schedule of fines approved by the county board. Provides that, in lieu of a personal appearance at a hearing, a county may provide for the voluntary payment of a determinate fine in accordance with a schedule of fines approved by ordinance. Effective immediately.
· Assigned: To Counties and Townships Committees
· Call to Vote: Bill passed the House (117-0) – 03-24-2010.  Bill has moved to the Senate. 
· Assigned: Referred to Assignments
· Sponsor: State Senator David Koehler
· Update: Bill has passed the Local Government Committee (5-0) and is currently placed on calendar order of third reading – 04-27-10
· Call to Vote: Bill passed the Senate (57-0) – 4/29/2010
· Sent to the Governor – 5/28/2010
· Governor signed—7/21/2010 Public Act 96-1157

20. Illinois Finance Authority – American Recovery Bonds

· Bill Number: SB3474
· Sponsor: State Senator A.J. Wilhelmi
· Language: Amends the Illinois Finance Authority Act. Authorizes the Authority to adopt implementing regulations for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). Contains provisions concerning recovery zones, allocations and reallocations under ARRA, bond authorizations, and other matters. Effective immediately.
· Assigned: Commerce – 02-24-2010
· 3rd Reading is scheduled no later than 04-15-10
· Bill is still being discussed – 04-27-10
· Pursuant to Senate Rule 3-9(b) / Referred to Assignments – 6/27/2010


21. County Code – Copies of Records/Fees

· Bill Number: SB3749 
· Sponsor: State Senator A.J. Wilhemi
· Language: Replaces everything after the enacting clause. Amends the Counties Code. Provides that for non-certified copies of records, a county recorder shall receive an amount not to exceed one-half of the amount of the fee for certified copies, according to a standard scale of fees, established by the county board and made public. Effective immediately.
· Assigned: Local Government – 02-11-2010
· Call To Vote: The Bill Passed the Senate (47-8) – 03-18-2010.   Bill has moved to the House.  
· Committee: Referred to Rules Committee – 03-18-2010
· Sponsor: State Rep. Sid Mathias.  
· Update: Bill has passed the Counties and Townships Committee (7-0) and has been placed on Calendar Second Reading -04-27-10
· Second reading, short debate – 4/28/2010
· House Floor Amendment No. 3 Adopted by Voice Vote – 5/07/2010
· Call to Vote: Bill passed the House (108-7) – 5/07/2010
· House Floor Amendment No. 3 Senate Concurs (50-3) – 5/27/2010
· Sent to the Governor – 6/25/2010
	
22. Personnel Record Evaluation

· Bill Number: HB5154 
· Sponsor: State Rep. Linda Chapa LaVia
· Language: Amends the Personnel Record Review Act. Provides that disclosure of performance evaluations under the Act is prohibited.
Amendment: Replaces everything after the enacting clause. Amends the Personnel Record Review Act. Provides that disclosure of performance evaluations under the Freedom of Information Act shall be prohibited. Effective immediately.
· Assigned: State Government Administration Committee
· Call to Vote: The Bill Passed the House (70-39) – 03-11-2010.  Bill has moved to the Senate.  
· Committee: Assigned to Assignments – 03-12-2010
· Sponsor: State Senator Kimberly Lightford
· Update: The bill passed the Labor Committee (7-3) and has been placed on the calendar order of 2nd meeting – 04-27-10
· Call to Vote: Bill passed the Senate (45-9) – 4/29/2010
· Sent to Governor – 5/28/2010
· Governor Amendatory Veto –7/26/2010 The amendment would exclude police officers.
· http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/fulltext.asp?DocName=09600HB5154gms&GA=96&LegID=50089&SessionId=76&SpecSess=0&DocTypeId=HB&DocNum=5154&GAID=10&Session=



23.  Pension Code

· Bill Number: SB1946 
· Sponsor: State Senator Kwame Raoul
· Language: Amends the State Employee Article of the Illinois Pension Code. In provisions concerning final average compensation, provides that for a member on leave of absence without pay who purchases service credit for that period of leave, earnings are assumed to be equal to the rate of compensation in effect immediately prior to the leave. Provides that, if no contributions are required to establish service credit for the period of leave, the member may elect to establish earnings credit for the leave period within 48 months after returning to work by making the employee and employer contributions, plus interest at the actuarially assumed rate. Effective immediately.

· All State and local pension funds, including IMRF, are affected, with the exception of local police, fire and sheriffs pension funds.  
· There was a representation by the Speaker and the Senate President that there will be subsequent legislation to address the somewhat more complicated formulas contained in local law enforcement pensions. 
· All pension funds would now have a new second tier for employees hired after January 1, 2011.  T
· he basic components of the changes to IMRF are as follows:

· Increases vesting to 10 years (currently 8 years).
· Increases the age to receive full retirement benefits to age 67 (currently age 60).
· Increases the age to receive a reduced retirement benefit to age 62 (currently age 55). The pension would be reduced by one-half of 1% for each month the member's age is under age 67.
· Increases the number of months used to calculate the final rate of earnings to the highest 96 months of the last 10 years of service (currently highest 48 months in last 10 years).
· Caps the final rate of earnings used to calculate a pension at $106,800; this amount automatically increases annually by 3% or by one-half of the increase in the Consumer Price Index, whichever is lower (currently, the final rate of earnings cannot exceed $245,000 in 2010; no cap exists for members who participated in IMRF before 1996).
· Increases the surviving spouse pension to 66-2/3% of the pension the deceased member had been receiving (currently 50%).
· Changes the annual pension increase; the increase would continue to be based on the original pension amount but would be 3% or the Consumer Price Index, whichever is lower (currently the annual increase is 3% of the original pension amount).
· If a member retires before the full retirement age of 67, the member would not be eligible for any annual pension increases until he or she reaches age 67.
· No change to member contributions (remain at 4.5% of salary).
· No change to pension formula (remains 1-2/3% of first 15 years of service; 2% thereafter).
· This Bill Passed the House (92-17) and the Senate (48-6).  There was bipartisan support on both sides and currently the bill is waiting to be signed by the Governor.  
· This Bill was signed by the Governor and will go into effect January 1st, 2011.  

24. Corporations Recorders Office

Bill Number: SB3211 
Sponsor: Sen. Jeffrey Schoenberg
Language: Amends the Business Corporation Act of 1983 and the General Not For Profit Corporation Act of 1986. Eliminates requirements for filing copies of certain documents in the office of the county recorder, including articles of amendment reflecting an election to become a close corporation, an application for an assumed corporate name, a change of registered office or registered agent, articles of merger of a domestic corporation and a limited liability company, a certificate of administrative dissolution of a corporation, a court order of dissolution, and a certificate of revocation of authority of a foreign corporation to transact business in this State. Eliminates, as a ground for revocation of authority of a foreign corporation to transact business in this State, the corporation's failure to file for record an appointment of registered agent.

· This Bill Passed the Senate (55-0) and the House (111-02).  This bill is currently waiting to be signed by the Governor.  Signed by the Governor 7/20/2010
· According to the Recorder of Deeds once the Governor signs this legislation and the Secretary of State begins to advertise this new procedure, the recorder of deeds office estimates that about 50% of Lake County Secretary of State filings will go away this year and more losses are anticipated next year.   
· Loosing 50% of the filings means the recorder of deeds office is expected to lose approximately $40,000 this year in recording fees.
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