
2024 Annual Update

Kurt Woolford 
Executive Director

The Stormwater Management Commission reduces existing and future flood damage 
potential and other drainage-related problems, mitigates the degradation of surface 
water quality, and promotes the orderly development of land and water resources to 

conserve the beneficial functions of natural streams, wetlands, and floodplains. 



Regulatory 
2023 Accomplishments

• WDO Adoption 

• Lake Michigan Coastal “V”-zones

• Stormwater BMP Videos
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Regulatory
2024 Goals

Complete Community Recertifications

Wetland Restoration Fund Mitigation

Pre-Application Regulatory Assistance
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Engineering 
2023 WMB Grant Program
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9 projects across all watersheds

Total projects costs $892,225

WMB funding awarded $175,588

Leverage Ratio 5:1

 



Engineering 
2023 Flood Mitigation Projects
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Park City Stormwater Drainage Improvements

       

Box Culvert Downstream Outfall

       
Box Culvert Upstream Inlet

       



Engineering 
2023 Flood Mitigation Projects
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Skokie River Streambank Stabilization



Engineering 
2024 Flood Mitigation Goals
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DCEO Regional Stormwater Projects Round 2 $30M

 Grant Application with IGAs in July

 Execute Grant Agreement in 2024



Engineering 
2024 Flood Mitigation Goals
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FEMA Legislative Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grants

 North Chicago/Route 41 Relief Storm Sewer and 2-Stage Channel

 Dady Slough Flood Storage and Wetland Enhancement

 Sylvan Lake Dam Modifications

 Zion Tributary Improvements

Sylvan Lake Dam Spillway 



Watershed Planning 
2023 Accomplishments 

Adoption of 2 Major Watershed-based Plans
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Watershed Planning 
2023 Accomplishments 
Upper Des Plaines River Watershed Project
Initiated in 2023
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Watershed Planning 
2024 Goals

Manitou Creek & Fish Lake Drain 
Watershed-Based Plan Update

Fox River/Chain O’Lakes Watershed 
Coordination with McHenry County

Des Plaines & North Branch Chicago River 
Watershed Workgroup Coordination

5/29/24 11



Department Notes 

Commissioner 
Appointments/Elections

County Board Members & Alternates 
December 2024

Municipal Members & Alternates
Spring 2025
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Staff Retirements
Glenn Westman, Principal Wetland Specialist 

(21 years)

Arnold Donato, Capital Improvement 
Program Manager (28 years)

Darcy McNeill, Executive Assistant (22 years)



Questions
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