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Minutes of the Public Works and Transportation Committee Meeting

Wednesday, June 25, 2008 – 10:30 A.M.

Lake County Building, Assembly Room, Waukegan, IL

The Public Works and Transportation Committee of the Lake County Board met with the following in attendance:

Members Present:




Others Present:

Diana O’Kelly, Chair

Suzi Schmidt, County Board Chair
David Stolman, Vice Chair

Barry Burton, County Administrator
Bonnie Carter

Marty Buehler, Division of Transportation
Terese Douglass




Peter Kolb, Public Works
Susan Gravenhorst




Al Giertyck, Division of Transportation

Ann Maine





Gary Gordon, Financial & Administrative Svcs.







Dan Jasica, State’s Attorney’s Office
Absent:





Tony Khawaja, Division of Transportation
Michael Talbett




Amy McEwan, County Administrator’s Office 


Linda Wisch, County Board Office
1.0
Call to Order

Chair O'Kelly called the Committee meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. 

2.0
Pledge of Allegiance

Chair O'Kelly led the Committee members and the audience in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.0 Approval of Minutes 
The Minutes of April 30, May 7 and May 28, 2008 were passed for signature.
4.0
Public Comment – None.
5.0
Public Works Department
5.1 Chair’s Comments – Public Works

5.2 Additions to the Agenda – Public Works – None.
5.3       Executive Session to discuss Pending Litigation

Member Maine made a motion to go into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing pending litigation, seconded by Member Carter.  Voting aye: O’Kelly, Stolman, Douglass, and Maine.   Motion carried.

5.3.a.    Joint Resolution for the Approval of Agreed Order in Millineum Maintenance Management, Inc. v. County of Lake et al. (06 MR 752)

5.4
Director Kolb presented a Request for Enlargement of the Lakes Region Sanitary District Service Area.  Director Kolb advised that The Lakes Region Sanitary District has requested favorable consideration by the County to expand their service area thru the transfer of 28.41 acres of property from the Northern Moraine Wastewater Reclamation district (NMWRD) to the LRSD Facility Planning Area.  The properties are located at the intersection of US Highway 12 and Route 120 which includes currently developed commercial properties including McDonalds/BP, Munson Maine and Chicago Sea Ray, Inc.  Presently these properties are served by individual, on site septic systems that are experiencing operational difficulties.  This action was contemplated in a 2005 Memorandum of Understanding between the NMWRD, LRSD, County of Lake and the Village of Volo.  This transfer will require an application to CMAP for the FPA boundary transfer and an amendment to the Restated and Amended Agreement for Sewage Disposal between the County and the LRSD.  Director Kolb distributed a copy of the letter from the consulting engineers and maps of the area and requested direction from Committee on support of this request and preparation of appropriate amendments to the Sewage Disposal Agreements.   

Member Carter made a motion to approve the request, seconded by Member Douglass.  Motion carried.
5.5
Executive Session -Discussion of ongoing litigation – this item was addressed under 5.3.a.
5.6
Director's Report – None.
6.0
Division of Transportation

6.1 Chair’s Comments – Transportation
Chair O’Kelly reported that she and Director Buehler had met with the Village of Mundelein regarding the sales tax challenge bonds projects
6.2 Added to Agenda Items – Transportation – None.

6.3 
 Joint Resolution authorizing an emergency appropriation in the amount of $12,264,583 for FY2008 revenues received, and associated expenses, in response to the Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) Funding & Reform legislation that was enacted into law by the Illinois General Assembly (PA 95-708 effective 1/11/08) and establishing the 1/4 Percent Sales Tax for Transportation and Public Safety Fund: expense and revenue budgets for FY2008.

CFY 2008 Budget: 1/4 percent sales tax for transportation and public safety 

The RTA established 1/4 percent sales tax for transportation and public safety for the collar counties was effective 4/1/08.  Lake County’s allocation begins 7/1/08.  The Board has adopted the guidelines for initial expenditures.  A new fund is established, the “1/4 Percent Sales Tax for Transportation and Public Safety” Fund.  FY2008 revenue and expense budgets are adopted; therefore, an emergency appropriation for FY2008 is $12,264,583.
Member Carter made a motion to approve the Joint Resolution, seconded by Member Gravenhorst.  Motion carried.
6.4 
Chair O’Kelly read into the record the Joint Resolution which expresses the need for the Illinois General Assembly to reach agreement to move a state capital program, such as Illinois Works, forward with the Governor to address highway and transit capital needs throughout the state and in Lake County.
State Capital Bill: Support

There is overwhelming agreement that the state’s investment in transportation infrastructure including highways and transit is falling short of meeting the needs of users.  Lake County has participated in the efforts of the Lake County Transportation Alliance to promote the “One Voice, One Transportation Future” consensus list for state-funded congestion mitigation projects in Lake County.  This resolution requests the Lake County state legislators and the Governor to continue to support the effort to address capital needs.
Chair O’Kelly recommended that this information be sent out to every municipality and township.  Member Maine noted that at our Transportation Summit our legislators asked us to develop a program and we did; now we are asking them to get this done.  Member Maine recommended that the Transportation Summit be included.  Chair O’Kelly stated that we should be aggressive on this issue.  Member Carter requested that this be written up for the County Board Meeting and sent out as a draft so that the public will be aware of who to contact.  Member Stolman suggested that Congressman Kirk and Congresswoman Bean or members of their staff be invited to the July Board Meeting to make their presentation on transportation funding.  County Administrator Barry Burton suggested that we add something about the potential loss of 9 billion federal dollars.  Chair O’Kelly stated that if Congressman Kirk and Congresswoman Bean are not available for the July Board Meeting that we may want to have a Special Call Board Meeting.  County Board Chair Suzi Schmidt stated that everyone supports a capital bill, however, please keep in mind how you will fund it.  Discussion followed.  Following discussion Mr. Burton advised that modified language will be drafted for the County Board meeting and Congressman Kirk and Congresswoman Bean will be invited to make their presentation and the information will be sent out to all municipalities and townships.
Member Carter made a motion to approve the Joint Resolution, seconded by Member Gravenhorst.  Motion carried.

6.5 
Director Buehler presented a Joint Resolution authorizing the Chair of the County Board, the County Clerk and the County Engineer to apply to the Regional Transportation Authority for a technical assistance grant for the completion of an Inter/Intra County Paratransit Transportation Plan, in concert with various townships in Lake County.  This study would advance the long-term goal of coordinated countywide paratransit service to meet needs of seniors and persons with disabilities or medical needs. This resolution appropriates $100,000 of ¼% Sales Tax for Transportation and Public Safety Funds for the entire cost of the proposed study to be reimbursed 80% by the RTA and designated as Section No. 08-00280-00-ES.
RTA Grant for Inter/Intra County Paratransit Transportation Plan: Application and Agreement

Pace, in March of 2008, completed its Lake County Coordinated Paratransit Initiative Study.The Pace study identified the numerous public and human resource agencies that are currently providing and/or funding some level of transportation services in Lake County.  It is apparent that there are many instances where (1) services overlap, (2) client eligibility is not consistent among the providers, (3) there are geographic areas of the County with little or no service, and (4) geo-political boundaries create artificial barriers.  Regional Transportation Authority has grant funding for transit planning projects that enhance transit, including studies for new institutional arrangements to address emerging transportation needs within non-traditional markets.  This application approves a $100,000 study application (80% to be paid by the RTA), for preparation of an Inter/Intra County Paratransit Transportation Plan.  Financial participation of several townships toward the 20% match is in the works
. 
Member Douglass made a motion to approve the Joint Resolution, seconded by Member Maine.  Motion carried.


6.6
Agreements 

Items 6.6.1 through 6.6.3
6.6.1
Joint Resolution authorizing the Chair of the County Board, the County Clerk, and the County Engineer to execute a master agreement between Lake County and the Grayslake Fire Protection District regarding the maintenance cost, construction and installation cost, and future costs associated with the emergency vehicle preemption systems installed with current and future traffic control signals under the jurisdiction of the Lake County Division of Transportation. 
The Grayslake Fire Protection District: New EVPS Master Agreement

Traffic signals were installed on county highways within the boundaries of the Grayslake Fire Protection District and Emergency Vehicle Preemption Systems (EVPS) were included.  Presently the Grayslake Fire Protection District is responsible for the maintenance of the EVPS.  Lake County is revising all EVPS master agreements so that the local agency will be responsible for maintenance and future cost of the emitters and LCDOT will be responsible for maintenance and future cost for preemption systems. 

6.6.2
Joint Resolution authorizing the Chair of the County Board, the County Clerk, and the County Engineer to execute a master agreement between Lake County and the Libertyville Fire Protection District regarding the maintenance cost, construction and installation cost, and future costs associated with the emergency vehicle preemption systems installed with current and future traffic control signals under the jurisdiction of the Lake County Division of Transportation. 
The Libertyville Fire Protection District: New EVPS Master Agreement

Traffic signals were installed on county highways within the boundaries of the Libertyville Fire Protection District and Emergency Vehicle Preemption Systems (EVPS) were included.  Presently the Libertyville Fire Protection District is responsible for the maintenance of the EVPS.  Lake County is revising all EVPS master agreements so that the local agency will be responsible for maintenance and future cost of the emitters and LCDOT will be responsible for maintenance and future cost for preemption systems. 

6.6.3
Joint Resolution authorizing the Chair of the County Board, the County Clerk, and the County Engineer to execute an agreement between Lake County and the City of North Chicago for the improvements to be made to Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive (County Highway 54) from   IL Rte. 131 to IL Rte. 137.  This resolution appropriates $3,400,000 of ¼% Sales Tax for Transportation and Public Safety funds for the county’s portion of the improvement designated as Section 08-00124-09-PV. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive (IL Rte. 131 to IL Rte. 137), Reconstruction and Widening; City of North Chicago Agreement 

This portion of Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive will be widened and reconstructed with federal funds.  The City of North Chicago has been the lead agency.  This is the agreement between Lake County and the City of North Chicago with Lake County providing the local match of $2,966,426 for the highway portion and for construction engineering services.  The City of North Chicago will be entering an agreement with IDOT for the use of federal funds.  The project is scheduled for a September 19, 2008 IDOT letting.  This resolution appropriates $3,400,000 of ¼% Sales Tax for Transportation and Public Safety Funds for the county’s portion.

Member Douglass made a motion to approve Items 6.6.1 through 6.6.3 in one Voice Vote, seconded by Member Maine.  Motion carried.

6.7
Appropriations

6.7.1
Joint Resolution providing a supplemental appropriation of $300,000 of Motor Fuel Tax funds for the acquisition of necessary right-of-way and other right-of-way costs associated with the widening and reconstruction of Petite Lake Road (County Highway 51) from Fairfield Road (County Highway 49) to IL Rte. 83 and including its realignment at its intersection with IL Rte. 83 northerly of its present location, and designated as Section 00-00181-03-RS.

Petite Lake Road (Fairfield Road to IL Rte. 83) Reconstruction and Relocation; Right-of-Way Acquisition: Supplemental Appropriation

Petite Lake Road is to be reconstructed and placed on a new alignment between Fairfield Road and IL Rte. 83.  Right-of-way acquisition is in progress and prior resolutions appropriated $2,200,000.  A supplemental appropriation for $300,000 of Motor Fuel Tax funds is needed. 

Member Stolman made a motion to approve the Joint Resolution, seconded by Member Maine.  Motion carried.

6.7.2
Joint Resolution appropriating $1,000,000 of Motor Fuel Tax funds for the acquisition of necessary right-of-way by agreement or condemnation, and other right-of-way costs associated with the extension of Cedar Lake Road (County Highway 28) from Town Line Rd to IL Rte. 120 and designated as Section 00-00266-00-FP.  

Cedar Lake Road (Town Line Road to IL Rte. 120), Extension: ROW Appropriation.

Cedar Lake Rd is being extended from IL Rte 120 to IL Rte 60.  Design has been completed for the entire stretch.  Right-of-way (ROW) was acquired for Stage I (IL Rte 60 to Town Line Road) and construction has been completed. 

ROW is needed for Stage II (Town Line Road to IL Rte. 120).  The appropriation is $1,000,000 of Motor Fuel Tax funds for the acquisition of ROW.  Acquisition is by agreement or by use of eminent domain.
Member Carter made a motion to approve the Joint Resolution, seconded by Member Maine.  Motion carried.
6.7.3
Joint Resolution appropriating $80,000 of Matching Tax funds for the construction of a bike path along Hainesville Road (County Highway 24) from the North Patriot Drive to 200 feet south of Heritage Trail and designated as Section 06-00072-10-BT.

Hainesville Road Bike Path Stage II, Construction: Appropriation

A bike path will be built along Hainesville Road in several stages with the overall limits from Washington Street to the Avon Township baseball complex.  Stage I is under construction (Washington Street to Avon Township Baseball Park).  Stage II will be from North Patriot Drive to 200 feet south of Heritage Trail.  The appropriation is $80,000 of Matching Tax Funds. 
Member Carter made a motion to approve the Joint Resolution, seconded by Member Maine.  Motion carried.
Items 6.8.1 through 6.8.6
6.8
Contract Awards

Director Buehler pointed out that the cancelation of the 7/3/08 PWTC meeting caused the agenda wording for the 6/24/08 PWTC, as mailed out, to be unable to have the bid information from the bid letting of yesterday, 6/23/08.   The complete bid information was at member’s seats and was referenced and is contained in the resolutions to be approved today and he requested that information be what is shown in the minutes   Consensus approval was received.
6.8.1




Joint Resolution awarding a contract to provide for Bituminous Pavement Patching, where necessary, on various county highways and designated as Section 08-00000-11-GM, to the lowest responsible bidder Greg Greenhill Construction Company, Inc., Ringwood, Illinois, in the amount of $478,576.50. 

2008 Bituminous Pavement Patching: Contract Award
Every year the county undertakes patching of its bituminous pavements to preserve pavement quality. Bids were opened on Tuesday June 24, 2008. A total of (5) bids were opened and the lowest responsible bidder is Greg Greenhill Construction Company, Inc., Ringwood, Illinois, in the amount of $478,576.50.
A supplemental appropriation of $70,000 is made from the Motor Fuel Tax 

fund.

6.8.2 



Joint Resolution awarding a contract for the resurfacing of Cedar Lake Road (County Highway 28) from the Metra tracks to a point south of Park Road and designated as Section 08-00103-15-RS, to the lowest responsible bidder Peter Baker and Son Company, Lake Bluff, Illinois, in the amount of $492,079.96.

Cedar Lake Road (Metra tracks to a point south of Park Road) Resurfacing: Contract Award
This resurfacing was added to the 2008 program.
Bids were opened on Tuesday June 24, 2008 A total of (5) bids were opened and the lowest responsible bidder is Peter Baker and Son Company, Lake Bluff, Illinois, in the amount of $492,079.96. 
.

6.8.3 


6.8.3  Joint Resolution awarding a contract for the installation of traffic control signals at the intersection of Gilmer Road (County Highway 26) and Fremont Center Road (County Highway 62) and designated as Section 07-00073-06-TL, to the lowest responsible bidder Home Towne Electric, Inc., Lake Villa,  Illinois, in the amount of $270,946.80.  

Gilmer Road and Fremont Center Road; Traffic Signal Installation: Contract Award.

Traffic control signals will be installed at the intersection of Gilmer Road and Freemont Center Road. Bids were opened on Tuesday June 24, 2008. A total of (3) bids were opened and the lowest responsible bidder is Home Towne Electric, Inc., Lake Villa, Illinois, in the amount of $270,946.80. 
6.8.4



Joint Resolution awarding a contract for the 2008 Traffic Signal Equipment Upgrade for 2008 at various intersections for installing LED signal indications and battery backups and designated as Section 08-00000-06-GM, to the lowest responsible bidder H & H Electric Company, Franklin Park, Illinois, in the amount of $238,073.50.

Traffic Signal Equipment Upgrade 2008: Contract Award
The county owns over 141 traffic signals and various pieces of equipment some of which need to be replaced and upgraded. The 2008 work concentrates on LED heads for energy savings with some locations having installed battery backups. Bids were opened on Tuesday June 24, 2008. A total of (4) bids were opened and the lowest responsible bidder is  H & H Electric Company, Franklin Park, Illinois, in the amount of $238,073.50. A supplemental appropriation of $160,000.00 is made from the Motor Fuel Tax fund
6.8.5




Joint Resolution awarding a contract to provide for the removal, replacement or refurbishment of pavement markings on the concrete pavements on various county highways and designated as Section 08-00000-07-GM, to the lowest responsible bidder Marking Specialists Arlington Heights, Illinois, in the amount of $31,215.09.  

2008 Pavement Markings for Concrete Pavements: Contract Award
The county has miles of pavement markings on concrete pavements for medians, lane lines and cross walks. These markings last longer than paint, but eventually require replacement. Bids were opened on Tuesday June 24, 2008. This resolution authorizes awarding the contract to the lowest responsible bidder and will contain the bid information. A total of (3) bids were opened and the lowest responsible bidder is Marking Specialists, Arlington Heights, Illinois, in the amount of $31,215.09. A supplemental appropriation of $5,000.00 is made from the Matching Tax fund.
6.8.6



 

Joint Resolution awarding a contract to provide crack sealing of bituminous and concrete pavements, where necessary, on various county highways and designated as Section 08-00000-10-GM, to the lowest responsible bidder Behm Pavement Maintenance, Crystal Lake, Illinois, in the amount of $52,751.20.  

2008 Crack Sealing: Contract Award
Each year crack sealing is done to roadways that have recently been resurfaced.  Bids were opened on Tuesday June 24, 2008. A total of (1) bid was opened and the lowest responsible bidder is Behm Pavement Maintenance, Inc., Crystal Lake, Illinois, in the amount of $52,751.20. 
Member Stolman made a motion to approve Items 6.8.1 through 6.8.6 in one Voice Vote, seconded by Member Gravenhorst.  Motion carried.
6.9Washington Street @ East Skokie River Headwaters: Flood Reduction Project
(Concept Approval)

Al Gierych, Division of Transportation reported that the City of Waukegan is the lead agency for the Washington Street Flood Reduction project.  The flood area is north of Washington Street near Noll Street. The addition of detention basins north of Washington Street was a recommendation of the SMC study.  The City has grant funding and needs matching assistance.  This is a joint effort of Waukegan, Park City, Gurnee, East Skokie Drainage District, the County (DOT) and various property owners.  The LCDOT would benefit from the reduced occurrences of flooding overtopping Washington Street.  The County share would be $25,000 of County Bridge funds.
Member Carter made a motion to approve the concept, seconded by Member Maine.  Motion carried.

6.10
County Highway Speed Zone Ordinance

Ordinances are required to establish speed zones.  The necessary speed studies have been undertaken and the new speed limits will be:



6.10.1
County Highway Speed Zone Ordinance: Alleghany Road 
SCHEDULE

	Name of County Highway
	Exact Limits of Zone

From:
	To:
	Maximum

Speed

Limits
	Comments

	Alleghany Road,

County Route V‑68
	Metra Railroad 

Crossing
	Illinois Route 120, Belvidere Road
	35 M.P.H.
	County Highway 39

Current Speed Limit is 40 M.P.H. 




6.10.2
County Highway Speed Zone Ordinance: Everett Road
SCHEDULE

	Name of County Highway
	Exact Limits of Zone

From:
	To:
	Maximum

Speed

Limits
	Comments

	Everett Road,

County Route A-40
	Riverwoods Road, County Route W‑24
	A point 635 feet

east of 

Riverwoods Road,

County Route W‑24
	35 M.P.H.
	County Highway 52

Current Speed Limit is 45 M.P.H. Extension of Existing 35 M.P.H. Zone


Member Carter made a motion to approve Items 6.10.1 and 6.10.2, seconded by Member Maine.  Motion carried.
6.11 Directors Report


Director Buehler reported that he is losing another TMC operator (Jose). 

Red Light Running Camera Enforcement: DOT Policy


Director Buehler stated that at the 6/4/08 PWTC meeting, the committee directed that the county not get in the business of doing red light running camera enforcement itself and that permit policies provided for municipal installations “only at Safety Problem Areas. The committee wanted to see the draft policy for this item.  He  advised that he had sent out an email with  the draft red light running policy.  Tony Khawaja, the County Engineer of Traffic,  took questions from the Committee.  Chair O’Kelly again asked if the policy was for  municipalities requesting this are truly problem areas and that this system will help cut down on serious accidents.  The Director answered affirmatively. Member Douglass asked what is the County’s liability?  Director Buehler advised that the municipality must sign a release form.  

7.0 County Administrator’s Report
Sr. Asst. County Administrator Amy McEwan reminded the Committee that the COW meeting would be held on Friday, June 27, 2008 due to the upcoming holiday.  
8.0
Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on July 30, 2008.
9.0 Adjournment

Member Douglass made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Member Maine.  Motion carried.
MINUTES APPROVED

_______________________
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