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Visit Lake County

• Champion and advocate for Lake County as a 
premier visitor destination

• Leading force in creating a positive image for Lake 
County. Elevate the profile of the county for 
residents, visitors and businesses

• Showcase and support our communities, 
attractions, outdoor recreation, small businesses

• Create marketing strategies

to inspire visitors & residents 

to experience Lake County



Visit Lake County 
Board of Directors

David Motley, Chair, City of Waukegan
Randy Ebertowski, Vice Chair, Gurnee Mills

John Krajnak, Treasurer, Six Flags Great America
Sonolito Bronson, Secretary, City of Zion
Cheryl Ross, Past Chair, Village of Gurnee

Brad Burke, Village of Lincolnshire
Carissa Casbon, Lake County Board
Justin Keenan, Village of Deerfield
Ray Keller, Village of Lake Zurich

Greg Koeppen, Lake County Farm Bureau
Brad Lajoie, Lincolnshire Marriott Resort
Jonathan Petrillo, Village of Vernon Hills

Heather Rowe, Village of Libertyville
Brieanna Ruggia, Great Wolf Lodge Illinois

Tim Wilson, Village of Mundelein



Visit Lake County Organization

• Official DMO for Lake County  (501c6)

• Certified by DCEO/IL Office of Tourism

• Public-Private Partnership – 200 partners

• Staff of 8

• DMAP Accreditation & CDME



VLC Funding Sources

• State Tourism Grant: $1.8 million in FY ‘24

• Local Match:   

• Industry/Business Partnerships

• Co-op Advertising Programs

• Community Partnerships

• Lake County’s Investment



Lake County’s Investment in the Tourism Economy 

• $150,000 in County Annual Budget

• + Annual hotel tax pass-through from 
unincorporated areas

• VLC expanded partnership model & tiers

• Increased community engagement & reach

• Created new level for smaller municipalities

• Goal: enhance visibility in underserved areas 



16 VLC Community Investors:
Wauconda & North Chicago – new partners!



Community Outreach & Partnerships

• A Safe Place

• CLC Hospitality Program & Scholarship

• Naval Station Great Lakes

• County-wide Arts & Cultural Initiative - ArtsLinkNorth

• LCP & LCFPD Partnerships



Lake County Forest Preserves Partnership

• Independence Grove Beer Garden

• Concerts/TUDN Sponsorship

• VLC Annual Luncheon – September 5th



Economic Impact of Tourism
in Lake County

• $1.8 billion in visitor spending in 2022*

• 15,000 tourism-related jobs

• $64.8 million in local taxes

• $126 million in state taxes

• Illinois – 111 million visitors spending $44 billion -

Savings each IL Household $1,263 in taxes

• VLC Sales Team recruits groups 

$7-8 million in spending annually

*2022 Data – US Travel Association/Tourism Economics



Visitor Spending
in Lake County
Past 12 months

Zartico Spend Data

Insights sourced from Affinity

cardholder count: 114,838 

>60 miles from cardholder zip 

to merchant’s zip



VisitLakeCounty.org

Updated website coming soon!

400 events for summer



Digital Marketing



Seasonal Marketing Campaigns

Media:

Broadcast, Cable TV

Streaming, Radio,

Newspaper, Google 

Ad Displays, 

Facebook, Instagram



Lake County Libation Trail





• Media: TV, radio, newspaper, social media, digital, Metra rail 

cards + 15.7 million impressions

• 250K+ Pageviews 

• 165K+ Social Media Engagement

• 13% increase in dining spending YOY



Summer Road Trips to Lake County



Group Business Development Opportunities

• Recruit sports tournaments, 

meetings, reunions, tour groups 

• YTD Results (thru May)

• Secured 246 groups

• 15,375 room nights 

• $6.6 million visitor spending



Group Business Incentive Program

Lake County ARPA Funds: 
• VLC won 44 groups

• 13 communities, 45 hotels/venues 

• 11,036 rooms for local hotels

• $4.3 million in economic impact



• Stacey Freeman, Lincolnshire Marriott Resort

• Jamie Perdomo, Homewood Suites Lincolnshire

• Carmela Perea, Karma Pub/Doubletree Mundelein

Visit Lake County Hospitality Heroes

Celebrating National Travel & Tourism 

Week at Volo Museum

7 Faces of 

Tourism in Illinois



• Helps build strong, vibrant communities

• Creates jobs at every level

• Lessens the tax burden of residents

• Drives investments & inspires new businesses

• Enriches the lives of travelers

• Forges connections

• Bridges generations and cultures

• Elevates the quality of life for Lake County residents

Why Travel & Tourism is Essential



Thank you for your Investment in Tourism!
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