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Ms. Cole has been involved with community development work for twenty one years with an emphasis on housing during the last 17 years.  Kitty’s experience includes managing the capacity building program of Virginia’s Department of Housing and Community Development.  She was charged with creating a network of housing organizations throughout the state and in that capacity she worked closely with over 20 groups to develop a variety of affordable housing opportunities in small cities, towns and rural areas.  

Ms. Cole recently retired as Vice President of Community and Government Affairs at Lakefront Supportive Housing, now Mercy Housing Lakefront. She served Lakefront for ten years developing new programs that serve Lakefront’s tenants, staff and colleagues.   Kitty directed all of Lakefront’s policy, advocacy and organizing work at the federal, state and local level.  She also worked with organizations throughout Illinois as they developed their supportive housing development, policy and legislative plans and has been involved with groups throughout the nation.  Kitty has served on the boards of Scrap Mettle SOUL, the Chicago Rehab Network and the Partnership to End Homelessness.  She received the Tom Gobby Leadership Award from LaSalle Bank and the Black Pearl Award from the Connexions organization in Chicago.  

Since retirement in 2004, Ms Cole has played a leadership role with Lake County United, a broad based civic organization, serving on the Steering Team.   She is also serves on the board of the Housing Opportunity Development Corporation, Lake County Housing Action Coalition and Lake County Affordable Housing Commission.  

