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January 5, 2010

MEMORANDUM



TO:		Stevenson Mountsier, Chair
		Planning, Building and Zoning Committee

FROM:	David Husemoller, Senior Planner
		Department of Planning, Building and Development

SUBJECT:	Wind Energy Systems Draft Model Ordinance and Resource Guide from the
Wind Energy Task Force of Lake County Communities

At this PB&Z meeting, staff will provide an overview of the process and highlights of the draft ordinance.  Board members are encouraged to review the packet and to ask questions.

At the request of the PB&Z Committee, Planning, Building and Development staff began researching Wind Energy Systems.  Staff have facilitated the Wind Energy Task Force (WETF) of Lake County Communities since May 2009 with staff representatives from the County, 20 municipalities and 2 consulting firms.  They have met monthly and exchanged materials electronically to research information and consolidate regulations from across Illinois and the US to formulate a Model Ordinance and Resource Guide for Lake County Communities, described below.

Wind Energy Systems Draft Model Ordinance:
· Guide for Lake County and Municipalities to consider, adapt and adopt (as appropriate)
· Regulations and guidelines for different sizes of wind turbines:
· Building-Mounted Wind Energy Systems (BWES)
· Small Wind Energy Systems (SWES) – freestanding turbines up to 175 ft.
· Large Wind Energy Systems (LWES) – turbines 175 ft high and taller.
· Sound regulations await consultant recommendations, including sound level thresholds for night and daytime periods and sound entering residential vs. non-residential properties.

Wind Energy Resource Guide:
· Information for officials and the public 
· Technical considerations
· Common concerns

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Review and then recommend to the County Board to start the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) amendment process.  With Board approval, the amendment would be sent on to the Regional Planning Commission and the Zoning Board of Appeals for review and recommendation.
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