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• Celebrating 42 years of destination leadership in 
partnership with Lake County

• Inspired by the legacy of Maureen Reidy

Visit Lake County 



• Dedicated Board of Directors

• Experienced Staff of 9, providing 
professionalism & continuity

•  Award-winning marketing strategies

•  Proven sales success & industry relationships

•  Opportunity to review, refresh, renew for the    
next generation!



Visit Lake County 
Board of Directors

David Motley, Chair, City of Waukegan
Brad Burke, Vice-Chair, Village of Lincolnshire

John Krajnak, Treasurer, Six Flags Great America
Sonolito Bronson, Secretary, City of Zion
Cheryl Ross, Past Chair, Village of Gurnee

Heather Rowe, Chair-Strategic Plan, Village of Libertyville
Greg Koeppen, Chair-Community Engagement, Lake County Farm Bureau

Peter Abraham, Gurnee Mills
Carissa Casbon, Lake County Board
Justin Keenan, Village of Deerfield
Ray Keller, Village of Lake Zurich

Brad Lajoie, Lincolnshire Marriott Resort
Jim Moran, Village of Antioch

Brieanna Ruggia, Great Wolf Lodge Illinois
Kevin Timony, Village of Vernon Hills

Tony Ugaste, Village of Mundelein



Mission

• Champion and advocate for Lake County as a 
premier tourism destination 

• Create a positive image for Lake County 
• Enlighten and elevate the profile of the county for 

residents, visitors and businesses
• Showcase and support our communities, 

attractions, outdoor recreation, and people



Visit Lake County Organization

• The Official Destination Leadership                      
Organization (DLO) for Lake County  (501c6)

• Public-Private Partnership – 200+ Partners

• Certified by DCEO/IL Office of Tourism

• DMAP Accreditation & CDME



VLC Funding Sources

State Tourism Grant: $1.5 million in FY ‘26
•  Local Match Sources (50%)
 Co-op Advertising Programs
 Community, Attractions & Business Partnerships

• Lake County’s Investment - $157,500 + Hotel Tax % 
 Inclusive representation, enhanced public perception
 Natural spaces and recreation
 Support new arts & cultural initiatives
 Engaged with underserved & smaller communities







18 VLC Community Investors
Plus Lake County Government



Leadership & Collaboration 
• College of Lake County

    Prairie Restaurant  ~ VLC Hospitality Scholarship

• Lake County Forest Preserve District

• Lake County Workforce Development

• 15 Chambers of Commerce

• Lake County Partners

• ArtsLink North

• Fox Waterways Agency

• Naval Station Great Lakes 



Celebrating Six Flags Great America

A cornerstone of tourism in the Midwest



Economic Impact of Tourism
in Lake County

• Visitor Spending $1.96 Billion  +1.7% 
• 15,514 Jobs
• $71.1 Million in Local Taxes
• $135.9 Million in State Taxes
• $1 spent on tourism promotion returns  
 $11 to the local economy

Source: US Travel Association
& Tourism Economics



VLC Sales Team 
Recruiting New Business

VLC recruits sports tournaments, 

corporate meetings, reunions,  and 

tour groups for Lake County.  



Group Business Development 

FY ‘26 Results 

• Secured 315 groups

• 21,000 room nights 

• $10.7 million economic impact
     



Lake County Hotel Performance
2023–2025
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VisitLakeCounty.org & Visitors Guide

LAKE COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
 #1 Visited page on website 



Social Media &Digital Marketing



Seasonal Marketing Campaigns



Summer Road Trips to Lake County



Lake County Flavor Festival



Lake County Libation Trail



Travel Industry Evolution 

• Tourism Funding Challenges

• Short Term Rentals affecting hotel occupancy

• AI trip planning & content is changing 

workflow, website traffic & metrics

• Social media vs traditional media

• Small business / hospitality industry changes 

• Lifestyles & spending habits



Long-time front line/back-of-the house employees:
• Kimberly Witt, Six Flags (45 years)
• Rafael Hernandez, Lambs Farm (33 years)
• Lilliana Gomez, Springhill Suites, Marriott Lincolnshire (21 years)
• Fran Clinton, Townplace Suites Waukegan (16 years)
• Dani Brey, BBQ’d Productions (10 years)

Visit Lake County 2026 Hospitality Heroes



Annual Luncheon  - Thursday, Sept. 3 

10:00 - “Nightlife Task Force” Workshop!
11:00 - Registration & Networking
Noon - Luncheon Program and Keynote Speaker
            Michael Jacobsen, President & CEO of the Illinois Hotel & Lodging Assn.



• Supports communities
• 15,000+ jobs at every level
• Inspires new businesses & investments
• Bridges generations and cultures
• Lessens the tax burden of residents
• Elevates the quality of life in Lake County

Travel & Tourism is Essential to Lake County



Thank you for your Investment in Tourism!
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